MANITOULIN MIX - APRIL 6, 2005

Wasn't that a beautiful picture of the full moon with the swing bridge that appeared on the front page of the Manitoulin Expositor.  The photograph was taken by Manitoulin Expositor editor, Jim Moodie on Good Friday and appeared in the March 30th edition of the newspaper.  John Savage, another photographer who hails from the Bay Estates area of the Island, took some beautiful pictures of the solar eclipse this past November that also appeared in the paper.

For those of you interested in astronomy, look towards the horizon just after sunset and watch for Jupiter in the east.  It is a giant planet that is very bright and easy to spot with the naked eye. It is at its brightest for the year during the month of April and with a telescope you can see the clouds and dust and the many moons of this planet. If you are an early riser, watch for Mars in the wee early morning hours.

The Northern Ontario gift show is happening on April 24th, 25th & 26th in North Bay.  It is sponsored by the North Bay & District Chamber of Commerce and features giftware, apparel, home decor, souvenirs, jewellry, t-shirts, hats, mugs and more.  Several of the business owners on the Island choose to attend this show rather than the big one in Toronto simply because it is closer to home, smaller in size and easier to buy from when stocking a small seasonal gift store.  The show is open only to buyers in the retail industry and businesses are requested to submit business identification in order to gain admission.

We were privledged to spot a mature, male bald eagle perched in a tree near the Manitoulin East airport a few weeks ago. The bird was beautiful, posed in such a way as you frequently see them on T-shirts and such.  We discovered that bald eagles are on the endangered species list and while their numbers are increasing their lifespans are decreasing.

While enjoying breakfast out at Carol & Earl's restaurant in South Baymouth we came across some birdwatchers who were doing a bird count and documenting the species arriving during the spring migration. Birdwatching on Manitoulin Island is becoming more and more popular and has the potential to attract a large number of orinthologists to the island every spring and fall.  Manitoulin Island is a major concentration point for Sandhill Cranes and an abundance of these majestic birds can be spotted in the fields in the Spring Bay, Providence Bay and South Baymouth areas.

The ChiCheemaun Ferry service is set to begin its daily journey plying the waters from Tobermory to South Baymouth on Friday, May 6, 2005.  It will be operating on its spring sailing season with two sailings daily and an extra sailing on Friday nights.  The new schedules are out and can be obtained by calling 1-800-265-3163.  You can also find information on their website www.ontarioferries.com or by emailing them at info@ontarioferries.com 

Life's Simplest Pleasures in Gore Bay is selling out their stock of books, gifts and Christmas goods.  The CoOp in Manitowaning is holding a liquidation sale featuring the surplus goods of the store that was closed in Little Current. The Villager Gift store in Kagawong is looking for summer staff to work weekdays and weekends in their busy little store located across from the beautiful waterfalls in town. 

There is a spring fling dance in Providence Bay with music by Rockville Road on Saturday, April 6, 2005. The dance is licensed and tickets are 10.00 per person.  The Assiginack Horticultural Society is having a 50th anniversary celebration with a dinner on Sunday, April 24, 2005.  The Canadian Cancer Society is holding a daffodil luncheon and bake sale at the Little Current United Church from 11:30 - 1 PM on Satuday April 16, 205. Admission is $5.00 and the proceeds go to the East Manitoulin Branch of the Canadian Cancer Society.

The Women's Outdoor Weekend at Gordon's Park happens June 24 - 26 and features activities including yoga, murder mystery orienteering, circle dancing, nature crafts, drumming, essential oil reflexology, pal dan gam and more. The Manitoulin Tourism Association is putting together their summertime calendar of events.  To have your event included contact manager, Jennifer Sayyae at the Mta office at 368-302.

Happy Trails!!  
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