MANITOULIN MIX - APRIL 13, 2005

The Manitoulin Classic School of Dance is holding its 10th annual dance performance called "Sweet or Sour Lollipop" on Sunday, May 15, 2005 at Manitoulin Secondary School.  The performance starts at 3 PM and is a wonderful showcase of the dancing talents of the students under the direction of talented director, Maja Mielonen.

Steven Bebonang, a local mirror etcher from M'Chigeeng, has started a new business that offers aboriginal and non-aboriginal art and personalized mirrors.  His work is very unique and his painting artwork on mirrors is beautiful.  A sample of the work he is showing includes an impressive mirror painting of a wolf howling at the moon with the aboriginal spirits lurking nearby.  Steven can do custom mirrors to commensurate special occasions and will accept custom orders.  He can be reached by leaving a message with Mike Cywink at 377-4902 Ext 25.

Manitouin Island's premier summertime event, Haweater Weekend happens this year on July 29, 30 & 31st.  Bruce Burnett from the Little Current Lions Club said their members are working hard to get ready to organize and facilitate this huge event.  The Lions Club is to be commended for running such a long standing festival that attracts many visitors and Islanders for a homecoming weekend.

The Pow Wow in Wikwemikong is being held July 30, 31 & Aug 1st on the same weekend as the Haweater Weekend so it is always a very busy time on the island with accommodations being at a premium. Competitors will compete for over 70,000 in prize money over the course of the weekend. If you are planning to vacation on Manitoulin Island during these two festivals you need to make your reservations now

Dave & TC gave an excellent concert at the Cafe in the Woods this past Saturday night. This dynamic duo had one or the other playing banjo, harmonica, guitar, mandolin, African drums and an East Indian bodhran.  Their vocals were powerful, light and refreshing and each of the songs they sang had a story. The music and lyrics were written by both Dave & TC and the crowd enjoyed listening to the stories that inspired these songs.  As usual the Cafe offered up a good ante of cakes, coffe, water and refreshments.

4 Elements Art Studio in Little Current is hosting an acrylic workshop with Manitoulin Island artist Ivan Wheale on May 14 & 15, 2005.  The cost to participate is $149.00 and to register you can call Sophie Edwards at 368-1855.  Manitoulin Secondary School is launching the island's first Relay for Life on June 3 & 4, 2005 at the high school in M'Chigeeng.  Funds raised will go towards cancer research and the plans for the students participating are to have a sunrise ceremony, candlelight walk and other entertainment including music, movies and refreshments during their overnight stay.

We are on the lookout for star gazers and sky watchers in the Espanola and Manitoulin Island areas.  Also, photographers and astrophotographers who enjoy taking pictures of the moon, stars, and the skies above us.  If you are interested in astronomy, like to take pictures or consider yourself an amateur astronomer please contact us at 705-859-2470 or send us an email to rita@gordonspark.com

The garden centers on the island are in full swing preparing for the busy upcoming planting season.  A Gardening Festival was held at the Farmer's Market in Sudbury this past weekend and according to organizers attracted over 4000 gardening enthusiasts. JD's Garden Centre in Tehkummah has been potting and planting since the beginning of March and are anticipating a good strong demand for their plants once May hits.

Another of natures wonders delighted us while relaxing and enjoying a bit of sunshine in the late afternoon yesterday on our deck.  A bunch of crows were squawking and chasing an immature bald eagle trying to scare him away from their nest. The Eagle circled several times above our heads and was in full view with something in its mouth (we think it was a squirrel).  It managed to hang on to its prey while all this was happening and finally soared into the valley behind our house where it landed.  All was quiet and there were no sights or sounds or evidence of any other birds around for about fifteen minutes afterwards.

Farmers are busy cleaning out the muck from their barns after the long winter of feeding and taking care of their cattle indoors.  Lots of babies being born, watch for them in the fields with their mothers, they are so cute when they are small and first born.

Happy Trails!!
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