MANITOULIN MIX - APRIL 21, 2005

New owners took over the Travellers Inn last year. Robert & Evelyn Lee with the assistance of their daughter Christine have been busy settling into life on Manitoulin Island and are enjoying their new home and the tourism business.  The motel is situated on the Blue Jay Creek close to the Garden's Gate Restaurant, Gordon's Park Wilderness Retreat & Interpretive Centre, the Kicking Mule Ranch and the ChiCheemaun Ferry terminal in South Baymouth.  All of the rooms are exceptionally clean, offer two double beds, a fridge and microwave in a peaceful and quiet tranquil setting.

It's not really a surprise to be announcing that all the snowmobile trails are now closed for the season however the snowmobile clubs want to send out notification to the public to protect their liability against those with ATV's who may choose to ride the trails illegally.  We have been without snow on the island for about a month now, and many local folks are already working on their gardens and flowerbeds. We had rain for most of the day yesterday and the grass is starting to turn a lovely shade of green. We are also noticing the buds on the Poplar trees are starting to unfold into leaves.  Sumac trees already have their leaves and Leatherwood trees are starting to bloom their pretty little yellow flowers.  Our daffodils and tulips are starting to pop their heads, we should see some flowers on them soon.

There is a meteor shower happening from April 16 - 25th called the Lyrid showers. They will peak around April 22, 2005 and under ideal conditions it is possible to see about 15 meteors an hour.  Head outside if its a clear night around 10:30 to watch the show.

The Sudbury Astronomy Club kicks off the first star party of the season with their Frozen Banana Star Party being held at Powassan Park in North Bay on May 5 - 8, 2005. Stargazing Manitoulin at Gordon's Park follows on the Canada Day Long weekend, June 30 - July 4, 2
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We are still on the lookout for star gazers and sky watchers in the Espanola and Manitoulin Island areas.  Also, photographers and astrophotographers who enjoy taking pictures of the moon, stars, and the skies above us.  If you are interested in astronomy, like to take pictures, or consider yourself an amateur astronomer please contact us at 705-859-2470 or send us an email to rita@gordonspark.com

4Elements is offering another art program concentrating on the Cambrian Shield and the Niagara Escarpment with V. Jane Gordon.  The program may include journalizing, photography, painting, drawing, mixed media and other art forms.  This seven day adventure package includes accommodations and meals at Island Lodge, water taxi transportation, five days of instruction and course work for a fee of $1,350.00 per person.  V. Jane Gordon teaches at Sir Sanford Fleming College, Haliburton School of the Arts, the Dundas Valley School of Art as well as numerous other private schools and programs.  For more information contact Sophie at 705-368-1855.

Island Welding Mechanical is a new business that has opened up in Providence Bay. The owner is Leo Jette and he offers mobile welding services as well as mechanical repair and welding fabrication.  Leo has over 28 years experience working in Northern Ontario and has contact with many major suppliers in the Sudbury/Espanola/Manitoulin area.

Something interesting I just discovered through the Aeronautical Information Publication Canada, is that Canada Geese can fly up to 10,000 feet in the air and that some swans and other kinds of geese can fly up to 12,000 feet. That is really really high and quite incredible. Some members of the Royal Astronomical Society have spotted wierd looking objects while viewing Jupiter this week and according to their forum they believe these objects were possibly Canada Geese. 

The Manitoulin Snowdusters are holding their Annual General Meeting in Silverwater on Saturday, April 23, 2005.  The meeting will follow a delicious fish dinner featuring whitefish, potatoes, salad, beverages, strawberies and ice cream for dessert.  The dinner takes place at the Silver Water Community Hall from 5 - 7 PM with the meeting following at around 7:30 PM.

Several of the riding stables on the island are offering summer camp including Honora Bay Riding Stables and the Sweet Grass Ranch.  Auction sales have started with the first of the season happening April 30, 2005 in Spring Bay.  The final Cafe in the Woods for this season will be held on Saturday, April 30, 2005 and will feature Kevin Cook, an Edmonton roots artist.

Happy Trails!! 
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