MANITOULIN MIX - APRIL 27, 2005

Happy Mother's Day to all the great and fabulous women out there.  We hope you have a wonderful, warm, relaxing weekend with your family and that this day rewards you with a day out of the kitchen and away from all the tedious chores that moms do.  There are lots of celebrations on Manitoulin Island in honour of this day.  The Tehkummah JR UCW are having a Mother's Day Tea at the Tehkummah hall tonight beginning at 7:30 PM.  Lots of restaurants are offering special "Mother's Day" menus and pricing and the garden centre's on the island will carry on their tradition of gifting each mother with a free plant just for stopping in.

This weekend the ChiCheemaun Ferry starts a new season of plying the waters between Tobermory & South Baymouth.  According to Ontario Northland the first sailing from the Island heading south is pretty much already booked with reservations. There are two sailings daily with one extra one on Friday nights.  The terminal in South Baymouth is getting a spring cleaning and alot of the seasonal businesses on the island will now spring into gear getting things opened up and ready for the travelling public.

We've had the same kind of crappy weather as most of our surrounding neighbours have had, first with rain, then with snow and lots of it and then with slight drizzle, fog and some, although minimal, sunshine.  It serves as a reminder that while most of winter is behind us it can still pull some punches to surprise us.  We needed

the rain and we needed the blanket of snow to help saturate our grounds.  Our lawns are much greener and our flowers are growing much faster because of this recent storm.  Also, the fire hazard ratings in each of our communities has now been lifted and there is a lesser chance of suffering from any major forest or grass fires.

The Blue Jay Creek Fish Hatchery on Manitoulin Island has released lake trout fingerlings into Lake Manitou, Lake Huron at South Baymouth and in the North Channel, Baie Fin and Killarney area waters.  The stocking program is one of the largest projects in the Province and will help to sustain the fishing industry on the island and in this area for many years to come.  

The Ontario Private Campgrounds Association will be holding their annual convention and Campex at the Deerhurst Resort on November 20 - 23, 2005.  The organization has successfully partnered with Brokerlink Insurance to offer discounted Campground Liability Insurance as a benefit to their members.  They have also been very diligent on keeping their members informed on the new water regulations as well as the trailer assessment issues.

The Grade three students at Assiginack Public School in Manitowaning were treated to an astronomy session hosted by Rita Gordon as an outreach program from Gordon's Park in celebration of Public Astronomy Day. The students were taught how to starhop and read a planisphere and learned about our stars, planets, solar systems, northern lights and constellations.  Each were given a copy of Sky Magazine, a keepsake Star Map and other handout materials.  

For you sky watchers out there, watch for three planets in the night sky this month.  Jupiter is the brightest point of light in the sky and you'll find Saturn shining high in the west at nightfall.  If your up early enough check out Mars which rises around 3 am in the morning.  You can spot it in the SouthEast sky at early dawn.  Speaking of Mars, people will be able to enjoy viewing this red coloured planet again this summer although the showing will not be quite as spectacular as last year when it was so close to Earth.

The Manitoulin Tourism Association will be holding their 30th Annual Perch Derby on the Victoria Day Long Weekend, May 23, 2005.  Fisherpersons are encouraged to enter fish caught in any of the waters in and surrounding Manitoulin Island.  There is no entry fee and the derby is a great way to celebrate the opening of the season.  The weigh in will take place at the Kagawong Park Centre on Sunday, May 23rd from 5 -6 PM.  In addition there will be a Fish Fry dinner featuring a fishermans platter of Perch, Whitefish and Rainbow Trout from 4:30 - 7 PM that same evening.  For information you can call Jennifer Sayyae, Manager of the MTA Welcome Centre at 368-3021. 

Happy Trails!!!
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