MANITOULIN MIX  -  August 10, 2005

There is a new domain .travel  that is in the process of establishing itself as a top level domain exclusive to the tourism and travel industry. This should be good for all those in our area that are in the tourism industry as the search will now become less complicated and easier to manouver for the consumer.

There is talk in Little Current of changing the vacant space above the post office in Little Current into an arts centre that would include the Manitoulin Fine Arts Association, a gallery, artists studios, workshop space, area for small performances and market space.  The building is located on the waterfront and therefore would encourage vistation by the boating and yachting community.

Looking skywards you can spot Venus and Jupiter in the west at dusk. Mars rises around midnight and glows a fiery orange high in the southeast by dawn.  The Perseid meteor showers are due to peak on the nights of August 11-13.  Don't forget the Manitoulin Star Party happening at Gordon's Park during these Perseids Meteor Showers.  The weekend includes camping in the fields and meadows of the dark sky sanctuary in the interior of the park, a welcome reception with a showing of "The Observatory" by Alexis Manis (winner in the Toronto Film Festival), Sketching of the Deep Sky with Jerry Spevak and Drumming with Josh.  Saturday there is a horseshoe tournament, mini putt challenge, CCD Imaging Workshop, Question & Answer Forum, Swap Meet, BBQ Turkey Pot Luck Social on Saturday followed by the most popular event of the weekend, an Astrophotography Slide Show put on by Astrophotographer Pat Bedard of Sudbury. The slide show will feature incredible shots of Pat's private collection on Northern Lights and is set to inspiring and phenomenal classical music. The weekend wraps up with a tour of the Nature Interpretive Centre and a guided hike on the nature trails in the park.

If you are a country music fan you will want to head to the Burns Wharf Theatre in Manitowaning for their "Down Yonder Country Music Show" on Sunday, August 14, 2005 beginning at 7:30 PM.  While there you can check out the expansion the museum underwent over the past couple of years, tour the exciting Norisle boat and the historical Burns Mill and Lighthouse.  In September the community hosts their Fall Fair and Produce and Bake Sale.  

The Pow Wow weekend has come and gone and with the exception of the downpour of rain all day Sunday the event was well attended.  Many of the day activities in Little Current at the Haweater weekend celebrations were cancelled however the evening street dance and the parade of lights and fireworks were able to proceed. Congratulations to the organizers and volunteers who work so hard to coordinate these fabulous events.

Lots happening August 19th - 22nd weekend.  There is the traditional annual Providence Bay Fair,  the Whitefish River First Nation 12th annual traditional pow wow and a prime rib supper and mixed salmon fishing derby at Santa Maria Resort in Spring Bay.  Still lots of yard sales, auctions and farmers markets every weekend and eco activities including birdwatching on Wednesdays and astronomy on Thursdays at Gordon's Park.

The Centennial Museum in Sheguiandah is holding their own art show, competition and sale entitled "Heritage Alive" The show and competition runs until September 5th.  Spider Bay marina is holding a sailing school from August 15 - 19th and for information or to register call Francois at 368-2954. Don't forget to check out Perivale Gallery and Ursula Hettman's Studio in Spring Bay. Both of these fine establishements are tucked away in one of the many nooks and crannies you'll find on Manitoulin Island and are worth the trip to find them.

Happy Trails!!
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