MANITOULIN MIX  -  August 24, 2005

The Little Red Schoolhouse and Museum in the port town of South Baymouth is holding their Scarecrow Festival and History for Kids Treasure Hunt on Saturday, August 27, 2005 beginning at 1 PM.  Participants are invited to enter their Scarecrows in the competition and the entry fee is $5.00 per family or business and cash prizes will be awarded.  The History for Kids Treasure Hunt  starts at 1:30 PM and participation prizes will be awarded.  

There is evidence that the fall migration of birds are about to begin.  In our park we have spotted some birds that are passing through that are not normally seen here.  We have been privilege to observe Mourning Doves, Oven Birds, Thrashers, Cardinals, Downy Woodpeckers, Robins, Tree Swallows, Chickadee's, Red Crossbill, Nuthatches, Grosbeaks, Blue Jay's, Goldfinch, Cedar Waxwings and the White Throated Sparrow.  Some really neat bird calls include the oven bird call which sounds like it is saying "teacher-teacher-teacher", and the Barred Owl who sounds like it is saying "who cooks for you, who cooks for you all".

The Manitoulin Star Party at Gordon's Park was a huge success with record numbers of participants in attendance.  Despite cloudy weather the astronomers were able to view every evening as the clouds cleared up as if by magic around 1:30 PM every evening.  There were lots of early arrivals already on Monday despite the fact that the event did not start until Thursday.  The CCD Imaging Workshop with Ray Khan was well attended as was the public observing sessions, question and answer forum and the swap meet.  The mini putt challenge and the horseshoe tournament brought out lots of families and the guided nature hike and tour of the interpretive centre were chalk full of information on birding, edible wilds, trees, mushrooms, animals and fossils.  

A gentleman from the Massey area brought in a rock that looks very much like a meteorite.  He found it on his property and brought it to the park to be identified and viewed by the astronomers camped in the park for the star party.  The rock is shiny and almost glossy on the top and dry and rocky on the bottom.  It measures about four inches long and looks very authentic when compared to information about meteorites available on line.  The plans are to submit the rock for verification and authentication to the Science Centre in Toronto.  

Cattle sales have started in Little Current with the first sale of the season on Saturday, August 13, 2005.  For information on the cattle sales you can contact Jack Orford at 705-368-2192.  Farmers are working on their second crop of hay and there are still fields waiting to be harvested.  It has been a very dry summer which has made for an excellent growing season.  

Gore Bay Museum & Heritage Centre is showing the art work of well known island artists Jack Whyte and Linda Williamson.  The museum is open daily from 1- 0 4 Pm and on Sundays from 2 - 4 PM.  The Central Manitoulin Fire Fighter's are hosting a gold tournament at Brookwood Brae Golf Course to raise funds for the fire department.  The tournament is being held on Sunday, August 28th and to register your team you can call John Reid at 377-5600.  

Several of the Sheppard, Cronk and Gordon family members are planning to take in the 25th anniversary celebration of Kevin and Carol Sheppard in Espanola on Saturday, August 27th.  Hard to believe that so many years have gone by and that their family is now all grown up.  It will be a great opportunity for all the aunts and uncles and cousins to socialize and see one another again and an opportunity to reflect on the many years of married life Kevin and Carol have shared. Congratulations Kevin & Carol!  

Happy Trails!!
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