MANITOULIN MIX  -  August 31, 2005

Despite all the rain and the crummy weather, the Providence Bay Fair went off without a hitch and kept its tradition of attracting large numbers of persons to the island.  The Idol competition was excellent and the entertainment well attended.  The kids and teenagers and even some adults with tough stomachs enjoyed the variety of thrilling rides available at the midway.

Dennis from the Lachloche Tourism Centre at the Busy Bee was on the island last week.  He has stopped by here at Gordon's Park on several occasions although we missed him on both of these visits.  We'll have to stop by next time on our way through to Sudbury to meet him and the staff and to visit their information centre.  I believe Marcella who used to manage the information centre for Lambac that was located at the Trading Post works there as well.  We also had a lady and a friend from Espanola drop by to say hello and to tell me how much they enjoy reading my column and finding out what is happening on the island. They were on their way to see the Debajehmujig Theatre production and wanted to stop by to tell me.  I’m sorry I didn't get their names, but if either of them are reading this column please let me know what your names are.  Thanks!

Now that summer is past its peak, watch for Cassiopeia (big W in the sky) sparkling high in the northeast at dusk and for the Big Dipper in the northwest. Mars is now getting close enough for good viewing with a telescope in the wee early hours of the morning.  Tonight watch the waning moon rise near Mars and on Thursday watch it rise next to the Pleiades (the seven sisters).  Thursday, August 25th beginning at 9 PM is the last Astronomy session of the season at our park.  If you are interested in attending call 705-859-2470 

The forecast for the island and our area calls for clear sunny weather for the rest of the week and the long term forecast for the Labour Day weekend looks good.  Let's keep our fingers crossed the weather cooperates for the last holiday weekend of the summer.  The ferry starts its fall schedule of two sailings per day on September 6, 2005. Those planning on attending the International Plowing Match in Listowel via ferry would be wise to book their reservations as soon as possible as even though the season is slowing down, the ferry service continues to enjoy full ridership for the Fall colours, cattle sales, fisherpersons and hunters,  Pumpkinfest in Port Elgin and other events and fall festivals taking place in Southern Ontario.

M'Chigeeng (formerly West Bay) will be hosting their 18th annual traditional Pow Wow on the Labour Day Long Weekend, September 3 & 4, 2005. There will be lots of vendors with native art, jewellery, crafts and food and lots of dancing beginning with their traditional Grand Entry.  The Manitowaning Fall Fair is set to happen on September 9 & 10 in the town of Manitowaning.  It includes agricultural displays of vegetables and flowers, showing of livestock and other interesting events and activities.

If you are looking to get out for a day excursion consider heading to the Misery Bay Nature Reserve located between Silver Water and Evansville on the western tip of the island. The provincial reserve supports an abundance of rare flora and fauna and sensitive areas in the park.  It is also well known for its Alvar which is flat limestone bedrock and barrens where soils are very shallow or absent and temperatures and moisture are extreme.  The Friends of Misery Bay support the park and promote the sightings of Baird's Sandpiper, Bald Eagles, Lakeside Daisy, Ram's Heat Orchids and more.

McQuay Click & Clay is a new operation on the island offering scenic 2006 Manitoulin Calendars, Notecards, Notepads, Fridge Magnets, Placemats and more.  You can find their booth every Saturday at the Farmer's Market in Mindemoya or call them at 377-4045. Speaking of the Farmer's Market, the market in Mindemoya will continue to operate until the Thanksgiving Weekend and as the gardens ripen around Manitoulin we can expect lots of fresh produce to select from over the next few weeks.

Happy Trails!!
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