MANITOULIN MIX  -  July 13, 2005

The township of Nemi and 4Elements are holding their 1st annual Channel Challenge, a walking art tour and auction on Saturday, July 23, 2005.  The event starts at 9 am and incorporates ten locations within the town of Little Current between the Swing Bridge and Low Island.  Visitors can participate in the walking tour and bid on works in progress throughout the day.  Winning bids will be announced at 7 PM at the Spider Bay Marina. For information on this event call Alicia McCutcheon at 368-2825.

Stargazing Manitoulin attracted a large crowd of astronomers for the weekend at Gordon's Park.  They got to enjoy three clear nights of viewing from the extremely dark sky sanctuary in the park.  Some of the astronomers reported being able to spot Hercules, Andromeda and many of the fainter Messier objects.  Many of them are planning to return to the park for the Manitoulin Star Party happening during the Perseids Meteor Showers, August 11 - 14, 2005.

The new edition of the Manitoulin Magazine printed & published by the Manitoulin Expositor is now out.  It includes a new Island map and a 2005 calendar of events.  It is also action packed with day trip guides of various routes around the island and includes lots of places to visit and things to do.

Haweater Festival in Little Current is coming up the August 1st civic holiday weekend.  The event is organized by the Little Current Lions Club and includes beer gardens, street dances, fireworks, parades, family picnics, arts & crafts, quilt show and many other events and activities.  The celebrations begin on July 29th and extend until August 1st and for information you can contact the Manitoulin Tourism Association at 368-3021.

The 45th Annual Pow Wow also takes place that Weekend in Wikwemikong, July 30th & August 1st.  There are craft vendors and native cuisine, dance competitions and many additional events and activities as part of the celebration.  It is being organized by the Wikwemikong Heritage Organization and for more information you can call 859-2385 or visit their website at www.wikwemikongheritage.org

Hockey School happens on Manitoulin Island at the Little Current Howland Recreation Centre from August 15 - 19, 2005.  The cost to participate depends on the age of the player and for more information or to register you can contact the organization at 368-3001.  The school is being run in conjunction with the new Manitoulin Islanders Jr A Hockey Club.

The summer staff have started working at the Welcome Centre in Little Current.  Jennifer Sayyae, manager of the Manitoulin Tourism Association says that things have been busy at the centre and that they are fielding lots of inquiries from vacationers about our island.  Nicole Lachance is helping to spearhead the new Information Centre that has opened up in the Busy Bee Country Store in Nairn.  They have called us to get brochures and information about our park to display on their racks.

Birder, Tegan Moratz will be spearheading the new Birdwatching Nights happening at Gordon's Park on Wednesday evenings beginning at 7:30 PM. The evening includes an orientation into birdwatching, an evaluation of the various types of birds found in the park and on the island, and a review of the bird migrations, nesting and birdcalls.  Participants will use Parabolic Ears and wide angled Bausch & Lomb Binoculars to learn how to spot birds, their nests, and various habitats on a guided educational hike in the forest at Gordon's Park

The Canada Day long weekend was busy on the island. The ferry service was packed and the shelves on our grocery stores were empty.  With children out of school now, things will only get busier and busier on our island as tourists flock from the cities to get out of the heat. If your heading to the island this summer you'll want to make your reservations now.

Happy Trails!!
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