MANITOULIN MIX  -  July 27, 2005

Our weather has been hot and muggy and tropic like.  It has made many people suffer from heat exhaustion and dehydration.  Most of the farmers have finished harvesting their bountiful crops of hay and gardeners are starting to enjoy their green and yellow beans, lettuce, radishes and onions.  It has been very dry and we have had very little rain so the gardens are not producing as well as they could be. 

There are so many things happening on the Island it is hard to keep track.  The ferry is running at full capacity and it is wise to make reservations to ensure a confirmed booking these days.  Lots of visitors and vacationers hanging out at the gift shops and art galleries in South Baymouth.  Lots of fishing boats and a few sailboats too.

There is a classical Guitar & Violin Concert with Brian McDowell and Jennifer Hedican of North Bay happening on Friday, July 29, 2005.  The concert takes place at the Mindemoya United Church and the musicians will be performing compositions by Bach, Bibaldi, Telemann, Faure & Granados.  Admision is $10.00 per person and tickets are avilable at the door or by reservation by calling Dorothy Anstice at 705-859-3925.

We are seeing lots of hummingbirds, butterflies, hawks, flycatchers, chipping sparrows, American redstarts, tree frogs and baby turtles this summer.  There are lots of places on the island to see deer, sandhill cranes, kingfishers, blue herons, flickers, cedar waxwings, foxes, porcupines, raccoons and all kinds of other wildlife.  We have been very fortunate in our park to be home to a variety of species of nesting birds, Monarch butterflies and guests hiking the trails are quick to report of all the wildlife they see.

Haweater Weekend in Little Current is coming up and runs from Thursday, July 28, 2005 - Sunday, July 31, 2005.  The town attracts visitors from Espanola, Sudbury, the North Shore and surrounding areas and once again the Little Current Lions Club have  gone all out to ensure everyone who attends has a good time.  Activities include the Grand Ole Opry, a voluntary toll bridge, Legion steak BBQ, slo pitch tournament, live music downtown, antique and classic car show, teen dance, legion dance, 5 K classic run, tennis tournament, family day BBQ, silent auction, quilt show, water fair, pony rides, cardboard boat races, horse pull, wagon rides, beach volleyball, lawn tractor races, hot turkey supper, hymn sing, Lions meet & greet reunion, Hawfest, charity jail, horseshoe tournament, arts & crafts show, sidewalk sales, games, parade, 3 on 3 basketball, light horse club show, kids games and activities, street dance, bouncy land ammusement rides, boaters parade of lights and mammoth fireworks.  For information you can contact the Manitoulin Tourism Association at 705-368-3021.

The Michael's Bay Historical Society is looking to purchase the 391 acre heritage townsite of Michael's Bay including the complete townplot on both sides of the Manitou River.  The society is a registered charity and is wanting to preserve the history, articfacts and resources of Manitoulins earliest community and only ghost town.  The society is looking for pledges and donations to help them secure the property and fend off development proposals that will destroy the historical value of the original town site.  The donations and pledges are tax deductable and are only payable upon an accepted purchase agreement.  Those donating  $ 1,000.00 or more become part of the Founders Club and will have their names erected on a pominent plaque.  The society appreciates any and all donations and pledges and for more information you can call Ed Sagle at 705-859-2333 or visit their website at www.michaelsbay.ca

The Mackinac-Manitoulin Yacht race takes place July 27th - 29th.  It is sponsored by the Little Current Yacht Club and if you are interested in seeing the race you can check out www.lcyc.ca for details of hots spots from which to view from.  Also happening this same weekend is the Gore Bay Summer Theatre with their productions Heaven's Little Honky Tonk.  The Wikwemikong Pow Wow is scheduled to happen July 30 - Aug 1st and includes first nations vendors, authentic cuisine, various dance competitions and lots of arts and crafts.  

Happy Trails!!
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