MANITOULIN MIX - JUNE 8, 2005

Wawashkesh Wilderness ATV Tours is located on the Wikwemikong Unceded Indian Reserve and offers guided all terrain vehicle tours on trails ranging from two hours to four hours and eight hours.  The routes take in ecological beauty, spectacular views of Georgian Bay and some even include a native cuisine lunch.  For information you can contact them toll free at 1-866-822-3518 or visit their website at www.quadtours.com.

Sweet Grass Ranch & Riding Stable just west of Little Current on the Sucker Creek Reserve is offering guided trail rides, pony rides, wagon rides and a kids summer riding camp.  For information you can call them at 368-1116.

The 45th annual Wikwemikong Pow Wow run on July 30, 31 and Aug 1, 2005 this summer.  Alex Fox of Wikwemikong is Master of Ceremonies along with Dale Old Horn from Drow Agency, Montana.  There will native arts & craft vendors, an art show at Wasse Abin Junior School, a drum contest, traditional cooking, historical teachings, origin of dance styles and over 70,000.00 in prize money.  For more information you can visit their website at www.wikwemikongheritage.org or contact them at 705-859-2385.  The post for the event is beautiful and was designed by Annette Peltier of Abordigital Websites and Graphic Design.

The open house for Grade 1 - 6 teachers at Gordon's Park was well received. Teachers were treated to a tour of the nature interpretive centre, taken on a guided nature hike, tried archery, swam in the pool, played mini putt and enjoyed refreshments and a BBQ.

June is the Strawberry Moon so start getting ready to pick wild strawberries.  Other names for the moon in the month of June are Hot moon and rose moon.  Watch for Jupiter glaring high in the south during the evenings, you can easily spot it as it is the brightest star in the sky.  June begins the parade of the Summer Triangle and the showing of three planets, Saturn, Venus and Mercury.

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources is hosting a general public meeting regarding the LaCloche Ridge Conservation Reserve at the Espanola Recreation Complex on Tuesday, May 31, 2005 from 7 - 9 PM and at the Whitefish Falls Community Centre on Saturday, June 4, 2005 from 1 - 4 PM,  If you have some input you would like to share with ministry staff you can do so by attending one of the public meetings above or by calling Lynn Moreau at 705-869-5166.

Cambrian College on Manitoulin Island is offering a Gardening Question & Answer workshop on Saturday June 4th from 9 am to 12 noon.  The cost to attend this one day workshop is $32.10 and you can register by calling 368-3194. Colville's Greenhouse in the Poplar area of the island is now open daily from 9 - 6 for the planting season.  JD's Garden Centre and Rainbow Gardens are also open and offering all kinds of specials on pansies, geraniums and other plants, trees and shrubs.

Purvis Fisheries have started the season of selling fresh and smoked fish at their two traditional locations on the island. Fresh fish is available at Gore Bay on Friday mornings from 9:30 - 12 noon and in Mindemoya on Friday afternoons from 2 - 5 PM.  Trout Plus has opened up a new store on Worthington Stret in Little Current. The store offers seafood in addition to fish and is open Thursdays, Friday and Saturdays.

Channel View Drop in is holding their annual twoonie tea on Wednesday, June 8th beginning at 11 am.  It will be held at the Little Current United Church and proceeds go the the Manor Electric Bed Fund.  Everyone is welcome to come out and enjoy the tea and to support the cause.

Kicking Mule Ranch and Riding Stable is now open for the season. They are located on Hwy 6 in the same vicinity as Gordon's Park, about 13 minutes from Manitowaning and on the outskirts of the town of Tehkummah.  The ranch is offering pony rides as well as wagon rides and runs traditional trail rides at regular intervals during the course of the summer.  For information you can contact Willie at 859-1234.

Happy Trails!!! 
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