Manitoulin Mix
 

It has been incredibly hot on the island this past week with record warm and humid days.  Manitoulin Island actually had a smog advisory in effect, something new for us Island residents to experience.  We have also had some rain but it seems to be only flash rain or gentle rain, neither of which really help our flowers or gardens.

 

Farmers are watching their hay fields and some of these fields are already ready to be cut.  The hay is shorter due to lack of rain but is ready which means that soon you will see farmers out cutting and rolling or square baling their crop. Sandhill Cranes and Canada Geese are enjoying nibbling on the seeds in the fields and we are starting to spot deer bedded down amongst the hay. 

 

The Manitoulin Islanders NOJHL hockey team has a new board of directors and a new coaching team in place for the upcoming season.  Fundraisers for the organization include Peggy Young and Regina Beaudin and the executive includes Wendell Buie, Rick Gjos, Jim Stringer and Bill Koehler.  The coaching team includes Todd Stencill, Pat Digby, Earl Debassige and Lawrence Enosse.

Island residents are happy to once again have a home team on ice.

 

If you are doing some sky watching in the month of July keep an eye out for Venus & Mercury, Jupiter and some of our brightest stars including Regulus, Spica, Antares and the thin crescent moon on July 8th!  Gordon's Park is holding their Stargazing Manitoulin Star Party June 30 - July 4th over the Canada Day Long Weekend. The party takes place in the dark sky sanctuary in the interior of the park and includes rustic but comfortable camping, public observing sessions, sky tours, swap meet, information sharing sessions, pot luck supper and more. For information you can call 705-859-2470.

 

Also happening at Gordon's Park is the Women's Outdoor Weekend June 24 - 26, 2005.  Included in the weekend retreat is workshops on yoga, circle dancing, drumming, campfire socials, murder mystery orienteering, outdoor cooking, nature crafts, swimming, mini putt challenge, Pal Dan Gam, Essential Oils & Reflexology, guide nature hikes, edibile wilds, and Wind Up Stone Soup Luncheon.

 

Over 40,000.00 was raised by the participants in the 1st Relay for Life held and organized by the students of Manitoulin Secondary School last weekend. Congraulations to all of those who participated and those who attended the event as a show of support to co-workers, friends and family.  Also to all the supporters, entertainers and those who donated so generously.

 

We were pleased to read about two local women who won a prestigeous "Influential Women of Northern Ontario" award.  Leslie Fields from Manitowaning and Kathy Antonio from Gore Bay were both honoured for being successful women who have contributed to economic wealth, job creation & growth in our area.  Leslie Fields is a retired schoolteacher who now serves as Reeve of the Township of Assiginack while Kathy Antonio is proprietor of "My Ole Blues", a company that creates a line of clothing featuring the Canadian Flag.

 

Veterinarian, Dale Scott is once again spearheading the annual "Tour de Meldrum Bay" cycling fundraiser on June 25-26, 2005.  The proceeds of the cycling event go to the Mindemoyoa Hospital Auxiliary and for more information you can contact Dale at 

377-5666

 

The Gore Bay Museum is holding a gala opening on Friday June 17, 2005 from 1 - 4 pm to celebrate the completion of the construction of their latest expansion.  In the evening on June 18th, there will be a concert at the Community Hall featuing the Sudbury Symphony Ensemble and on Sunday from 1 - 4 pm there is an art show by Michael Robinson, with the artist being present.  For more information on the gala opening you can call the Gore Bay Municipal Office at 282-2420.

 

The Centennial Museum in Sheguiandah is holding a Basketry Workshop with Elizabeth Holmes on June 17, 2005 and a one day pencil sketching workshop with Mary Ann Secord on June 18, 2005.  The museum just finished hosting the Iroquois Beadwork: Through the Voices of Beads display which was heldover and showed until June 11, 2005. Their annual BBQ of Roast Beef, Baked Beans, Salads and Sundae's happens on June 26, 2005 from 4 - 6 PM. Contact Linda Kelly at 368-2367 for more information.

 

Happy Trails!!!
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