Manitoulin Mix  -  June 29, 2005

Over 150 cyclists, part of the Braunstorm Cycle tour out of Kitchener, hit the island for a quick same day visit on Monday, June 20, 2005.  The cyclists spent their short time visiting the museum in South Baymouth, Micheal's Bay Municipal Park, Sandfield Parkette, and the Blue Jay Creek Fish Hatchery Visitors Center.  The group lunched at Gordon's Park and took in some mini putt, swimming and hiking.

The ferry starts its' four trip per day schedule on Friday, June 24th, 2005.  It departs from South Baymouth at 9:10 am, 1:30 pm, 5:50 pm, and again at 10 pm. Reservations are now accepted on all sailings however the mid afternoon sailings are considered priority passage and therefore a premium rate applies.  For information on the ChiCheemaun and the schedule you can call 1-800-265-3163.

You can now buy coffee mugs, t-shirts, hats and all kinds of Manitoulin Island souveniers online at www.ourmanitoulin.com   Murray Dewing has set up shop online and the souveniers are colourful and very attractive.  If you are looking for that something special for that Manitoulin Island fan this is definately the spot to shop.

Father's Day has come and gone.  There was a large crowd out for the buffet dinner at Red Lodge Resort.  Al & Anita Frank offer a wonderful buffet with a variety of meats, pasta, potatos and vegetable dishes.  They are also well known for their Schnitzel and home made Spaezel (German noodles) and their wonderful cheesecakes.   The Pub in Mindemoya is now on the summertime schedule and is open seven days a week until 1 am.  They are offering daily luncheon specials for 4.99 from 11:30 - 2:30 that includes soup, sandwich & a pop.

Alicia McCutcheon is the new full time event planner for the Northeastern Manitoulin & the Islands.  In her role she will be developing events and activities for tourists, cottagers, boaters and island residents.  She will also be looking for funding programs to help organizations tap into funding opportunties that exist with various corporations and government agencies.

Jack's Museum in Mindemoya is now open throughout the summer until September 15, 2005.  The museum has many antique tractors and farm implements on display and admission is free.  While there you can meet Marion Seabrook, author of "Touched By An Island".  The Gore Bay Museum recently underwent expansion and is now known as the Gore Bay Museum Heritage Centre.  The official opening was held last week and the museum will now be open regular hours Monday to Saturday 10 - 4 and again on Sunday from 2 - 4 PM.  

Lots of auction sales coming up this summer.  The first will take place at Diane Langman's home on Hwy 542A in Tehkummah on Saturday, July 2nd and promises lots of antiques and collectibles.  This will be followed by an auction at Bette Hotte in Ice Lake on July 5, 2005. For information on these and other auctions on the island contact Morrell Auctions at 705-282-2430. 

There is a new thrift shop opening in Gore Bay across from the arena.  It is being sponsored by the All Saints Anglican Church and will feature used clothing, toys and household items. Bridal Veil Esso in Kagawong has completed some major renovations and now has a small coffee shop as part of its operations.  Manitoulin Wind & Wave also in Kagawong, has hydro bike rentals in the summer along with canoes and kayaks. Perivale Gallery in Spring Bay has opened for the season and will now be open every day from 10 - 6 pm.

Happy Trails!!  
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