MANITOULIN MIX - MAY 11, 2005

The Ontario Arts Council is coming to Manitoulin Island.  If you are interested in learning about the grant program guidelines and how to fill out the application forms you will want to attend one of the sessions they are holding. Host locations include the 

4Elements Living Arts, Ojibwe Cultural Foundation, Wikwemikong Heritage Organization and De-ba-jeh-mu-jig Theatre Group.  

For more information you can call 1-800-387-0058 Ext 7429.

Rainbow Ridge is holiding its 15th annual Manitou Invitational Golf Tournament May 28 & 29, 2005. Entry fee is 75.00 and includes a practice round, qualifying round and the final round, and a steak dinner, calcutta and DJ Saturday night. Also happening at the Golf Course is Ladies Night on Wednesday, Mens Night on Thursdays and Couples Night on Fridays.  For more information and tee off times call 859-2990.  

Abby's Restaurant is hosting a dinner theatre called "Playing Doctor", on Friday & Saturday, May 13 & 14, 2005 and again on the following weekend on Thursday, Friday and Saturday night.  The fee is 35.00 per person and includes the dinner and the theatre production.  Reservations are required and can be made by calling 377-4028.

Many local residents and summertime visitors and tourism operators are upset with the results of the comorant issue.  The MNR has opted to continue more studies which has upset many of the local residents who feel that we will lose all of our fish before all the required studies by the ministry are complete. The ministry recently had a public meeting at the high school in M'Chigeeng on the issue.  

The Happy Moose Snack Shack that sets up at Lake Mindemoya at the Government Dock is now open for the season from Tuesday to Friday 4 - 9 pm and Saturday & Sunday from 12 - 9 pm. Their location on the public beach in Mindemoya is ideal and the take out restaurant specializes in tasty German foods.

Gordon's Park is holding an open house for teachers, principals and school board trustees on Saturday, May 28, 2005.  The afternoon will include a BBQ, tour of the Nature Interpretive Centre, guided hike on the trails in the park, a friendly teachers mini putt challenge and an afternoon swim in the outdoor solar heated swimming pool, weather permitting.  The park is attempting to attract more school trips to the island and to offer kids an opportunity to enjoy the wonderful outdoor adventures and experiences that are available.

There was a documentary filmed on the island last year about the first Canadians that is due to air at 8 PM on Sunday, June 26th, 2005 on the Discovery Channel.  The crew stayed at the Travellers Inn in Tehkummah and filmed various parts of the island but  mostly in the beautiful Michael's Bay/Carter's Bay area.

May is the "Flower Moon" as in April showers bring May flowers, but the full moon in May is also known as the Hare Moon, Corn Planting Moon and the Milk Moon.  Watch for this full moon on the eve of the holiday Monday, Victoria Day,  May 23, 2005.  Directly beside it, appearing very close in the sky is the bright orange star of Antares.  You can see it with the naked eye but if you have binnoculars you should use them to enjoy a much closer view.

The Women's Outdoor Weekend at Gordon's Park is happening on June 24 - 26, 2005.  The weekend includes camping, yoga, circle dancing, murder mystery orienteering, nature crafts, edible wilds, drumming and rattling, mini putt challenge, essential oils reflexology, pal dan gam, making Manitoulin wind winders and the social wind up stone soup luncheon.  For information you can call Rita at 705-859-2470 or visit the calendar of events page at www.gordonspark.com  Also coming up at the park is the first star party of the season, Stargazing Manitoulin happening on the Canada Day Long Weekend June 30 - July 4, 2005.

A new pharmacy is being built by the Bondi family on Hwy 6 across the street from the G.G's and Valumart grocery stores.  They will be relocating their Guardian pharmacy that is presently located on the docks in Little Current to this new site by fall.  The Bondi families are well known pharmacists with locations in Mindemoya, Little Current and Manitowaning and are also owners of the Island Foodland Grocery Store in Mindemoya.

Don't forget the Manitoulin Tourism Perch Derby happening this weekend in Kagawong. For more information call manager Jennifer Sayyae at 368-3021.

Happy Trails!!
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