MANITOULIN MIX - MAY 19, 2005

The Victoria Day Holiday Weekend is well celebrated on the island at the annual Manitoulin Perch Derby.  Lots of folks come out to catch fish to enter into the derby and a good crowd always enjoys the excellent dinner featuring a fishermans platter consisting of fresh Manitoulin Island Perch & Whitefish that is held at the Park Centre in Kagawong. 

Looks like the "Friends of the Wild" have succeeded in purchasing the Manitoulin Wild hockey franchise from former owner Larry Leblanc.  There is alot of support on the island for the hockey team and fans are looking forward to an exciting winter season of great hockey again.

There is a company looking at putting wind turbines on the island in the Providence Bay/Spring Bay area.  Schneider Power has been hosting public information sessions and going through the preliminary proceedures required to meet the demands of the community, municipality and the Province of Ontario.  There are several wind farms along the Bruce heading into Tobermory and the huge turbines there have attracted attention and peaked the curiousity of the consumer in light of the fact that they are a great energy conserving method of producing hydro.

Murray Dewing has posted a "Classified Ad" section on his website www.ourmanitoulin.com and welcomes people to use it to post job opportunities, pets to give away, yard sales, items for sale, apartments for rent, items wanted and more.  If you have items or information you would like to post you can input the ad into the site free of charge.

Welcome to Connie Freeman the new Administrative Assistant at Royal Michael's Bay Restaurant.  Also to Andrew Culgin, who is the new Executive Chef.  Guests were treated to a private dinner party last week to sample some of the tasty delights prepared by Chef Culgin and his staff.  The evening was a great success and the restaurant is looking foreward to another busy season.

Patrick Kiley has been working hard to update the website for the Manitoulin Tourism Association as well completing the special project that involved the creation and printing of brochures for the accomodation members of the association. There are lots of beautiful colour brochures on the racks at information centres around Ontario as a result of this program and the MTA staff Patrick Kiley, MTA manager Jennifer Sayyae and the board of directors are to be commended for spearheading such an excellent project.  

Mel Wemigwans of Mel's Taxi Service in Wikwemikong does tour trips around the Island for passengers that get off the early morning ferry that arrives in South Baymouth at 9:10 AM. The tours are day trips to various communities on the island and passengers are returned to the ferry terminal by 5 PM in time to catch the late afternoon ferry back to Tobermory.  He will also do charter trips in Canada and the USA and trips to Toronto.  He can be reached by email at melvin_wemigwans@hotmail.com

Little Current Public School and parent volunteers, elders and first nations people are hosting a Pow Wow on Friday, May 27, 2005 at the school. The event will include workshops on the costumes and pow wow protocol as well a story telling session with a traditional story teller. The public is invited to attend the free Pow Wow and should be there by 12:30 PM as the Grand Entry begins at 12:45 PM.  For more information you can contact the school at 705-368-2932.

Happy Trails!!
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