MANITOULIN MIX  -  October 5, 2005

The Manitoulin Injury Prevention coalition along with the Ontario Provincial Police will be holding free car seat inspection clinics in Little Current, Gore Bay, Wikwemikong, M'Chigeeng and Mindemoya during the month of October.  This is a great opportunity for parents to ensure that they have their car seats property installed.  To book an appointment call 377-4774.

Mars is shining up in the eastern sky just before midnight and Venus can be spotted in the west-southwest in early dusk.  The moon in September is known as the full Hunter's Moon but of particular interest is the beautiful crescent moon that shines with the orange star Antares and Venus on the nights of October 5 & 6, 2005.

Sunwing Vacations will be offering direct flights from the Sudbury airport to Cuba starting December 21st though until March 15th.  The flights fly directly to Varadero and the vacation packages are all inclusive which means that it includes the flight, accommodations, meals, drinks, entertainment and more.  A quick check on their website shows their prices to be very reasonable so for information check out their website at www.flysunwing.com

Gordon's Park is hosting a "Last Chance" Frozen Turkey Star Party on Saturday, October 8, 2005.  The party starts at 7:30 PM and takes place in the dark sky sanctuary in the interior of the park.  There will be telescopes, binoculars and guided public observing sessions as well as laser guided sky tours.  The cost to attend for the evening is $10.00 & gst per person, and for those wishing to camp for the weekend or just for the night the cost is $20.00 & gst per tent per night.  Gordon's Park is known for their astronomy and participants can expect to observe from the darkest site in Ontario with 360 degree viewing, a 7.5+ magnitude and no light pollution.  There will be viewing opportunities of Venus, the bright orange star of Antares, the crescent Moon & forever stunning, Mars.  To register or for more information contact Rita Gordon at 705-859-2470 or via email at rita@gordonspark.com

Lillian Spry and Sandra Sheppard recently let me know they enjoy reading my column in the Mid North Monitor.  Both indicated that it is nice to know what is happening on Manitoulin Island and about all the events and activities that are going on.  I've also had several ladies (and a few men) from Espanola pop in at our park to introduce themselves and to say hello.  It is always nice to get positive feedback from your readers, so thank you very much.

NOTO (Northern Ontario Tourism Outfitters Association) is holding their nature and outdoor tourism conference from November 2nd to 5th, 2005 in Sault Ste Marie.  The conference will incorporate their annual general meeting and will be held at the Best Western Great Northern.  There will be lots of workshops, a trade show and a dinner and dance.  They are also getting a new look on their website and will be focusing on nature and outdoor tourism in Ontario. 

The Manitoulin Tourism Association has sent out its invoices for their membership dues for the 2006 season.  The Tourism Association is working hard to promote Manitoulin and to service the tourists that visit the welcome centre in our area every summer.  Plans are underway to determine which shows they will be participating in this winter and there are plans for several other promotional projects.  Last year the MTA spearheaded the new marketing materials drive that saw many of its members benefit with the printing and design of new colourful brochures at a most reasonable cost.

Speaking of the Tourism Association, they have sent out tenders for carpenters to construct a replica display board that will host the community of Tehkummah/South Baymouth.  If you are interested in quoting for this project call MTA manager, Jennifer Sayyae at 368-3021 for more information.

The Expositor is gathering ads for the "This is Manitoulin" and the "Manitoulin Magazine" so if you are interested in advertising in any of these publications now is the time to contact Jack McLean at 368-2273 or at 368-2744.  Both of these publications are chock full of information on Manitoulin Island and are popular with the tourists.

Lots of action happening this fall on the island.  The Gore Bay Rotary Club is holding a produce auction on October 8th at the community centre and the farmers markets in Little Current, Mindemoya and Gore Bay are still going strong.  The Manitoulin Health Auxiliary is holding their harvest sale on Saturday, October 8th beginning at 10 am at the Cenotaph in Little Current.  There will be lots of baking, preserves, vegetables and flowers for sale.

Happy Trails!!
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