MANITOULIN MIX  -  October 26, 2005

Now is the best time to observe Mars as from now until the middle of November, Mars is closer and larger than it will be again until the year 2018. It will be the very closest on October 29th and you can find it shining bright yellow in the eastern sky by late evening.  You can also see Venus in the southwest in twilight, it shines pure white and if you are interested in seeing Saturn it appears a dull yellow and shines high just before dawn. Wasn't that a beautiful full moon on Monday?

Congratulations to Manitoulin Expositor Publisher Rick McCutcheon on his "60th" Birthday.  An open house was held from noon to 4 pm on Thursday, October 20th at the Expositor office to celebrate with conversation, refreshments and a birthday cake. 

The Centennial Museum in Sheguiandah is holding a scary story contest. Stories should be submitted by October 21st to the Expositor office and the winning entries will be read at a special event being held at the museum.  For more information you can call 368-2277.

Providence Bay UCW are holding their annual fall luncheon, bazaar and bake sale on Saturday, October 22nd at the community hall.  The luncheon starts at 11 am and costs 5.00 for adults and 2.00 for children.

The Espanola Little Theatre has sent out their newsletter chock full of information on their upcoming productions.  Moon Over Buffalo is the show for the 17th annual christmas dinner theatre and island residents Tara Bernatchez and Kevin Mackan are among the group of actors to take to the stage.  The show runs December 2, 3, 8, 9 & 10, 2005 at the Pinewood Motor Inn.  

The Manitoulin Tourism Association is holding their annual dinner and elections on Thursday, October 27, 2005 at Carol & Earl's Restaurant in South Baymouth.  Included is information on Safe Drinking Water and on another MTA initiative on a cooperative printing project.  The Information sessions begin at 5 pm with dinner at 6:30 pm.  Cost to attend is 20.00 per person and reservations can be made by calling 368-3021 before October 24, 2005.

Murray Dewing of www.ourmanitoulin.com is holding a fall colour photo contest on his website.  Participants are encouraged to submit their favourite fall colour photograph by November 1st for display on the website.  All visitors to the site will get to vote for their favourite photo and the contest will be a wonderful showcase of the fall beauty we have here in our area.

The ferry made her last journey from South Baymouth to Tobermory this past Sunday.  It will be heading down to Sarnia to have some maintenance work done on it.  They will be replacing the engines and alot of the mechanics of the ship.  The new engine will also have backup motors meaning the boat will be more secure, safe and run all the time.

The fall colours are slowly disappearing as we start to lose some of our leaves.  The trees are 100 % colour and about 20% of them are bare.  The colours are heavenly with beautiful bold gold, bright yummy yellow, poppy seed red, burgundy brown and odd shades of green.  The salmon have pretty much finished spawning at Kagawong and Micheal's Bay but there is still lots of wildlife viewing of Sandhill Cranes, Deer, Canada Geese, Ducks and other migratory birds.  

There is lots of advertising out for the Sudbury to Cuba trips being offered by Sunwing arriving and departing from the Sudbury airport.  Hopefully, this venue will prove worthwhile for Sunwing as it is a great convenience to be able to fly out from Sudbury as opposed to Toronto.  The cost of the all inclusive flights is very reasonable and we would definately enjoy the convenience of only having to drive to Sudbury for departure.  Check out www.sunwing.ca for the latest in vacation sell offs, discount trips and packages.

Lots of community teas, luncheons, dinners and bazaars coming up on the island as we head towards the Whitetail Deer Hunt in November and our Christmas celebrations in December.  Will keep you informed as information becomes available.

Happy Trails!
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