MANITOULIN MIX  -  September 6, 2005

There was a good crowd in attendance at the 25th anniversary celebration of Kevin & Carol Sheppard held this past Saturday at the Elks Hall in Espanola.  Guests came from overseas as far away as England and from all areas around the province.  The dinner served by the ladies from the Elks Hall was delicious and MC Merwyn Sheppard did a great job leading the program.  Cheryl Sheppard did a stand up comedy routine that was very funny and comical and set the tone for the evening.  It was wonderful to see Phyllis Sheppard there as well as some of the other aunts and uncles and cousins.

Can you believe it that the Christmas Wish Book from Sears is ready for pick up?  We received our notification card in the mail last week and all I can say is that they sure are rushing the seasons these days.  With the back to school shopping ads creating a frenzy, tourism operators are already losing out on business the last week in August heading into the Labour Day Weekend.  Now with the Christmas Wish Book out it just feels like the advertising campaigns are pushing things just a bit too soon.

The Tehkummah cookbooks have sold well with all the proceeds going towards the Little Red School House Museum.  Volunteers for the museum had them for sale at the Providence Bay Fair and have now received an additional printing to continue their sales.  The scarecrow festival was well attended and there were several scarecrows entered in the contest.  The History Scavenger Hunt attracted 16 kids of various ages and all were awarded participation prizes for their efforts.  Coming up on the Saturday of the Thanksgiving weekend is Family History Day.  Everyone is welcome to attend and are encouraged to bring family treasures, pictures and stories to share.

One final weekend this Labour Day Weekend and the kids are all back in school.  Things will quieten down on the island now with all the travellers and visitors although this is the time of the year that seniors will start to travel.  The Ferry service will return to their Spring & Fall schedule, sailing two times daily with a third sailing on Friday nights only.  We are starting to see some of birds of the fall migration and it won't be long before the leaves start to turn colours and the salmon start to run.  Lots of Sandhill Cranes and Canada Geese gathering in the fields these days.  Watch for information on the fall fairs happening in Manitowaning and in Wikwemikong coming up this September.

The Stubborn Muthers are playing live on Saturday, September 3rd at the Anchor Bar & Grill in Little Current.  Rick Fines & Suzie Vinnie will be playing at the Cafe in the Woods on Saturday, September 24th, 2005.  The Burns Wharf Theatre in Manitowaning held several music venues over the summer as well and the popular local band Rockville Boys have played at numerous venues including the Providence Bay Fair and the HawFest Celebrations in Little Current.  We are fortunate to be able to listen to such talented performers and to be able to attract some of these fine Canadian musicians to our island.

The Gore Bay Rotary Club is holding their traditional Oktoberfest at the Gore Bay Curling Club on Saturday, September 17, 2005.  The evening begins at 5:30 pm and includes an all you can eat Oktoberfest buffet, music, auctions and a cash bar.  Tickets are $15.00 per person and can be obtained at the door.  Sunshine Alley is accepting registration for their 10 pin bowling league.  The cost is $20.00 per person and there are four persons per team.  The registration deadline is September 2, 2005 and if you are interested you can call them at 377-7529.

Don't forget the Pow Wow in M'Chigeeng on the Labour Day Weekend. Grand Entry on Saturday is at 1 PM and again at 7 PM.  On Sunday, grand entry is at 1 PM.  The public is welcome to attend and admission is free.  There will be lots of vendors, traditional food, drummers, and dancers.  

The pub in Mindemoya is now offering a greater food menu with lots of selection and choices.  Wednesday nights are ladies nights with free shuffleboard and on Thursday nights they offer wings at 1/2 price.  They are open seven days a week until the wee hours of the morning and have become a very popular place to visit for a relaxing drink and to watch sports on their big screen TV.

Happy Trails!!
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