MANITOULIN MIX  -  September 14, 2005

We had a great visit with Dennis Mayfly of the Lacloche Tourism Centre at the Busy Bee in Nairn on our way back from Sudbury.  Dennis and his staff have lots of information on display at their Welcome Centre and have done a great job of providing information to the tourists this summer.  Dennis has great plans for promoting the whole area including the island and hopes to attract an abundance of snowmobilers and winter campers to our areas this coming winter.

Many Island residents will be attending the International Plowing Match being held in Listowel on September 22 - 26, 2005.  The International Plowing Match is just one of the many fall fairs you can find happening in abundance in Southern Ontario.  The Pumpkin Fest in Port Elgin is also a popular fall time fair.

Good Luck to our very own MPP, Mike Brown in his bid to acquire the speakers chair in the House of Commons.  Mike has represented our area for a very long time and would be an excellent candidate for the position.  This position has been a dream of Mike's and we certainly hope it comes true.

The Michael's Bay Historical Society is still accepting pledges that if successful in their bid, will go towards the purchase of the original Michael's Bay town plot.  The original town site encompassed both sides of the Manitou River and was 391 acres.  The pledges are tax deductible and are only collected if the society's offer to purchase is accepted.  The Society is dedicated to preserving the history and artifacts of Michael's Bay which was Manitoulin's earliest community.  To pledge a donation you can contact Ed Sagle at 705-859-2333.

Autumn officially begins on Thursday, September 22, 2005.  Hard to believe the summer is behind us already.  Hopefully we will have an extended "Indian Summer" to enjoy along with the arrival of the fall colours.  Watch the fields for flocks of Canada Geese and Sandhill Cranes and for deer and the start of the fall bird migration.  Soon too, our rivers will be full with fish spawning and places like Kagawong and Michael's Bay will be full of spectators watching the fish and their incredible journey.

Hockey season is upon us with the Manitoulin Islanders playing against Abitibi in Little Current on Friday, September 16, 2005.  Also happening on that night and that weekend is the fall fair in Wikwemikong, Couples night at Rainbow Ridge Golf Course and Oktoberfest with the Rotary Club in Gore Bay.  Cinefest is happening in Sudbury from September 17th - 25th and from what I understand the festival attracts a good number of people and a great variety of exceptional films to view.  Tickets are usually sold out in advance so if you are interested you will want to reserve your tickets now.

Route Fifty is a new restaurant that opened up on the island in Mindemoya this spring.  The decor is all "50"s with murals of Elvis and other stars of that era.  The booths are red & white and there are juke boxes at each of the booths.  This summer the restaurant opened up a small patio outdoors which was licensed and enjoyed by many local residents and guests.  The Ojibway Cultural Foundation in M'Chigeeng is now open fall hours Monday to Friday from 9 am to 4 pm.  Many of the museums and tourism attractions on the island will now be manned by volunteers and thus restricted in the hours that they are open.  It is always a good idea to phone ahead to confirm the hours, otherwise it is by chance or by appointment. 

Happy Trails!!!
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