MANITOULIN MIX  -  September 21, 2005

Heather Thoma is holding a beginning weaving class on Thursday nights from September 29th to October 27th at the Recreation Centre in Espanola.  Heather provides the looms and weaving tools however participants are asked to bring yarn and basic household supplies.  The cost to participate is $80.00 per person and for more information or to register contact Heather in Little Current at 368-2070.

Manitoulin Island is included in the "Ontario Great Fall Drives" publication put out by Ontario Tourism.  Highlighted spots include the white quartzite LaCloche Mountains, Bridal Veil Falls and the beach in Providence Bay.  The publication is available by calling 1-800-Ontario and features 19 extraordinary fall colour excursions in the Province of Ontario.  You can also get information on their website www.ontariotravel.net/greatdrives 

The One Tonne Challenge is making some headway thanks to the folks at Home Depot who are distributing literature and booklets on how to participate.  Included in the booklets are great ways to save on energy costs and discount coupons on light bulbs, programmable thermostats, filters, solar lights and more.  It also includes tips on how to save on gas and fuel prices.

The fall fairs in Manitowaning and Wikwemikong were well attended and featured some new activities.  In Manitowaning they held a horse pull and some science to the mix while in Wikwemikong they featured mechanical bull rides and a family dance at the arena.  The fall fair at Central Manitoulin Public School included participation from students who brought their dogs, horses, and other animals in addition to the traditional vegetables and flowers and oddities in nature.  The Holy Trinity Anglican Church is holding their fall fair with a yard sale, craft sale, pies and other goodies on Saturday, October 1, 2005 from 9 AM - 12 PM.  

The Ontario Federation of Agriculture annual meeting and dinner will feature guest speaker Ron Bonnet who is the president of the Ontario Federation of Agriculture.  The dinner will be held on Friday, September 30, 2005 at the hall in Providence Bay.  Farmers on the island will be happier as the cattle sale prices were up quite a bit at the sale in Little Current.  After years of suffering this is welcome news for the farming community and the islands economy.

The Manitoulin Snowdusters sponsored a fish dinner at the Silver Water Community Hall this past Saturday to raise funds to maintain safe trails on the island.  There are still lots of restaurants open on the island including the Garden's Gate, Abby's, School House, Micheal's Bay, Mum's, Route 50, Carol & Earls, Green Acres, Roller Mills, Anchor, Gary's, Gateway and more.  The fall colours are starting to show on the island although it is still early we are seeing various shades of yellows, oranges and red.

There is a drive on Manitoulin Island to help the victims of Hurricane Katrina.  Collections of water, canned goods, teddy bears, blankets and pillows are being accepted at various drop off points on the island including the Gateway Grill in Evansville, Community Hall in Mindemoya, Musky Widow in Manitowaning and at the Welcome Centre in Little Current.

Soon the fish will be spawning and making their way up the rivers - we'll keep you informed!

Happy Trails!!
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